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STEADILY onward is the movement of this Society, as was 
indicated by its recent annual meeting The review of the 
work of the year had many encouraging features. The self- 
denying love and earnest effort, so necessary to the existence 
of the organization, could not be summed up, yet the patient 
continuance in well-doing of the workers in the various parts 
which make the whole, and without which the glad results 
could not be possible, was discernible between the lines and 
the figures of the reports as they were read. 

There was evidence, too, that the missionary spirit is a 
means of uniting the women in a tender and loving relation- 
ship, and that there comes back into their lives an influence 
which quickens in them a longing to know more of Christ and 
his work, which leads to a fuller surrender of self and brings 
forward for the Master’s use even unsuspected talent. 

The meetings of the Society were characterized by earnest 
thought and a feeling of increased responsibility as the grow. 
ing demands and needs of the work appeared. There was 
grateful joy in view of the awakened interest efficiently organ- 
izing among our western sisters. The subject of home mis- 
sions was carefully considered, and one new missionary for 
India was appointed. Our magazine was more liberally pro- 
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vided for, and the appropriations for the whole work for the 
coming year somewhat increased. The reports will appear in 
connection with the next issue. 

There was advancement in the plans of the Foreign Mission 
Society, and the outlook is encouraging, that as a people we 
are to be, in response to God’s gracious, patient call, a more 
efficient power in the great harvest-field. Another year is be- 
fore us ; let us meet it with cheerful alacrity. ‘Between the 
cradle and the grave we have a little space of service. Zhz#s 
is our day, but the night is fast approaching ; let us work while: 
it is to-day.” 





To SUBSCRIBERS AND FRIENDS: Growth and development 
are attended with changes, and even a missionary publication 
seems not to be an exception. That the HELPER will grow 
better and better, we all hope, but until it is more fully estab- 
lished, its friends and supporters must be kindly affectioned 
and patient. For some time it has seemed that a uniform 
price to all subscribers would be less confusing and more just 
than several prices based on certain conditions. The idea of 
justice appears in the fact that the person who is separated 
from church and Sunday school and can meet but seldom, if 
ever, with her sisters in mission meetings and conference, 
needs the stimulus and the instruction afforded by the HEL- 
PER as much, if not more than they do who by conferring often 
can provoke each other to love and good works. The former 
has been required to pay more for her subscription than have 
the latter, who could take advantage of club rates. 

This desire of justness, with other important considerations, 
especially that of the necessity of making the magazine self- 
supporting, has influenced the Board, in advice with friends, to 
put the subscription price at fifty cents to all. Asa recog- 
nition of service, however, it is proposed to send one copy /ree 
for every fen copies mailed to one address. 

Those whose subscriptions do not expire with the year 
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1884 will continue to receive the magazine without change 
until the expiration of the time for which they have paid. It 
is to be hoped that there will be no lessening of interest, but 
that this medium of communication with the workers at home 
and abroad will become more efficient, because of a more 
earnest and enlarged support. God has blessed this work 
in the past. Will not every reader be ready to do his or her 
part to make the burden as equal as it may be, and so fulfill 
the law of love. . 





“Lay it on the hearts of the mothers to give their sons,” 
was the message of one of the secretaries of the American 
Board, sent by one of the speakers, to the women of the 
New Hampshire Branch of the Women’s Board of Missions, 
at their annual session, recently held in Dover. An injunc- 
tion worthy of being heeded when gospel messengers are so 
much needed. A feature of this meeting impressed us. The 


reports of the secretaries of the county conferences, read by 
themselves, reviewed the work of the Auxiliaries and mission 
circles of the churches by name, alphabetically. They showed 
careful, systematic reporting on the part of the Auxiliaries, 
and a comprehensive yet intimate acquaintance with their 
work by the conference secretaries. 


THE self-control of native Christians and native churches 
is receiving thoughtful consideration, and is being demonstra- 
ted as a practicable thing. The Missionary Review quotes 
the Rev. William George, of Zeegong, thus: ‘‘I am strongly 
convinced that the way to get the native disciples to give is to 
allow them a fair share of control. No taxation without rep- 
resentation is not purely an American idea; it seems to be 
woven into the whole web of humanity, and I find that these 
people enjoy controlling things just as much as though they 
were white. Men will stand being treated like children just 
so long as they cannot help themselves, but our work is a 
failure if it does not produce men who claim their rights.” 
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he Indian Mutiny. 


[BY MRS. M. M. H. HILLS. ] 


THE great Indian Mutiny made the year 1857 an era, not 
only in the history of India, but also an era in its Christian 
missions. In an unexpected moment, like a clap of thunder 
in a cloudless sky, an alarming uprising of large numbers of 
native soldiers commenced a work of barbarity and death al- 
most without a parallel in the gory history of war. 

‘May 30th,— soon after the outbreak, — Mrs. Smith wrote: 
“Within a few weeks eleven regiments have mutinied, and 
some of them are now in possession of the imperial city of 
Delhi, once the seat of the great Mogul empire. Others are 
in possession of one or two more large cities. The most of 
two regiments in Calcutta have refused to obey orders. These 
were at once disbanded. The governor-general has acted with 
great promptness and energy, and as yet, Calcutta has been 
saved from the fateof Delhi. . . . We feel quitesafe, just 
because we have no one to guard us! Still, were it in the 
minds of the people to throw off the English yoke, we might 
all be laid low in one hour’s time, and days would pass before 
any one would know it. But it is thought that the dissatisfac- 
tion is mostly among the army, and that it has not yet spread in 
this direction.” Miss Crawford wrote, at the same date: “You 
may ask if your missionary brethren and sisters are suffering 
from fear. I will answer for one, and she is not afraid. 
Though I know the natives might, with the greatest ease, make 
every white face black in death, I do not suffer from fear. 
If the Lord is not going to give up this country into the hands 
of the heathen the insurrection will, no doubt, soon be put 
down; but if in his eternity-deep wisdom he sees fit to let 
the heathen again rule, many lives which we consider valua- 
bie will be destroyed. Even if the British do maintain their 
sway, much precious blood may be shed. . May He, in whose 
hands my life is, prepare me to die when he calls, and until 
then, and ¢hen too, save from tormenting fears.” 

A letter from Mrs. Cooley, bearing date July 13th, said: 
“‘ The terrible uprising of the native army is causing great con- 
sternation throughout India. The whole country is shaken 
from centre to circumference by the fearful tragedies and 
bloody deeds that have been perpetrated upon the European 
officers and citizens of the country. At several stations mis- 
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sionaries and their families have fallen by the hand of the 
assassin ; in other places their houses have been set on fire, 
and they have been obliged to flee for their lives.” 

December 18th, Mrs. Smith wrote again concerning the 
rebellion: “ During the last six or eighf months, it seems as if 
we had lived an age. While many of the most prominent men 
in the country have been put to death in a manner that al- 
most freezes the blood to think of, and while many of the in- 
nocent and helpless have suffered cruelties too horrid to be 
written, our Heavenly Father has kept us from the hands of 
violent and blood-thirsty men. Intensely have I longed for 
a few days of quiet, even were it in the densest jungle, so that 
I might feel that I was secure from those fiends who have so 
deeply imbued their hands in the blood of their fellow-men. 
I know that to the Christian, death is infinite gain, still it is 
a foe, in its mildest form, which none can look upon with 
pleasure, except as a gate-way to endless joys. Then imagine 
—shall I write it ?—a husband and father, with no power to 
relieve those dearer to him than his own life, made to look on 
while those who wear the form of men take his little ones, one 
by one, and chop them up, inch by inch, beginning at the fin- 
gers and toes ; compelled to see the wife and mother violated 
in the most brutal manner and then butchered before his eyes, 
and after they have exhausted their power to torture more, he 
is himself massacred. This is no picture of the fancy, but 
is what has occurred many, many times within a few hundred 
miles of us. You may ask, do you now feel quiet? I am not 
troubled with such tormenting fears as I was for a time a few 
months ago, but there are not far from one hundred thousand 
men abroad in the country who have lost their employment, 
—soldiers I mean, —and as they very well know that death 
or imprisonment awaits them if they are caught, they will scat- 
ter themselves wherever they can, and do all the mischief they 
can. To conquer a scattered foe is not so easy as to do it 
on the battle-field.”’ 

Said Mr. Smith: “I never before heard of such cruelties ; 
in fact, I don’t believe such torments were ever before suffered 
since the world was created, as have been inflicted on our 
poor fellow-countrymen. The worst atrocities of the American 
Indians are tame in comparison with these.” The fearful 
scenes enacted in Delhi, Cawnpore, Lucknow, Allahabad, and 
other cities beggar description. We spare our readers Mr. 
Smith’s recital of the shocking cases he adduced which abund- 
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antly justify his statement. During the mutiny, we in this 
country were horrified by the intelligence that the English, in 
order to strike the enemy with terror, had loaded their cannon 
with rebels, and then fired them off; but such a death was 
merciful indeed in the comparison. 

Our missionaries, during these terrible days, had cause for 
fear. It was subsequently ascertained that they had all been 
marked for a violent death. The fearful storm, carrying with 
it carnage and the dying wails of helpless women and inno- 
cent children, came nigh them, but an Almighty voice whis- 
pered amidst the tempest: “Thus far shalt thou go and no 
farther,’’—and they were saved. 

A letter from Miss Crawford, written March, 1858, speaks 
of the improved aspect of affairs. News had just reached the 
mission that 2,000 of the rebels had been cut down in an at- 
tack on the English, while the loss on the side of the latter 
was but two or three killed and eighteen wounded. The na- 
tives were not aware of the strength that was waiting to re- 
pulse them. ‘A few more such battles,” said the writer, “ it 
is hoped, if they do not convince the heathen that God is 
against them, will at least enable them to see that warring 
against the English but works their own destruction. 

‘“‘T was affected to tears yesterday by a letter from a friend 
who had an interview with some of the ladies that were in the 
fort at Lucknow all through the siege. Mrs. Barber had been 
a bride two months when her husband was killed. At the time 
when her heart’s sorrow was deepest, she devoted herself to 
hospital work. A gentleman was asked, what they would have 
done in the fort, had matters come to the worst. He replied, 
‘We never intended tocometoterms. (How could they, after 
the Cawnpore massacre!) Each man had resolved to kill his 
own wife and children, and then as many natives as he could, 
before he fell.’ Mrs. Barber said, ‘I had no husband, so I 
asked the chaplain to shoot me, in case all hope was lost. 
He refused, saying he could only kill his own wife, so I deter- 
mined to shoot myself rather than fall into the hands of an 
enemy so wise to do evil.’” 

Mr. Cooley said: “ We look upon this fearful rebellion as 
the first encounter of the Hindus ¢” masse, with Christ. They 
believed that government wanted to make them Christians, 
and by their uprising they declared, ‘We will give up our 
pay, our pensions, our life, but we will not give up our caste 
and become Christians. We will not have this man Christ 
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to reign over us.’ There may be other causes for the mutiny, 
but we are sure this is one of them. Already Moslem and 
Hindu prestige is gone, never toreturn. We hear voices from 
the midst of the nations, to this effect. ‘It is of no use to 
resist. Christians we must and shall become, after all!’ . 
. « Let India once be brought under the influence of the 
gospel, and its effect upon the whole of Asia will be most 
wonderful. God knows how to accomplish his own infinite 
plans and purposes.” 


The Gladness of Service. 


A MOURNER sat in her closet, 
Worn with sorrow, and grave, 
And to all who sought her presence 
She one denial gave. 


Among them, Pride, in her glitter, 

And Mirth admission asked ; 
‘*T know you well,” said the sad one, 
‘* Cold, and cruel, and masked.” 


At last came a meek guest knocking, 
With hand toil-worn and brown; 

And the sullen voice, relenting, 
Said, ‘‘ Enter, and sit down.” 


‘* You are true and unpretending, 
I take you for my friend ; 
We will bear each other’s burdens, 
In sadness to the end.” 


But the guest, whose name was Service, 
Had left the portal wide, 

And Peace and Joy — two sisters fair — 
Came softly to her side. 


‘¢ These are my radiant daughters,” 
Said Service with a smile; 

‘‘Tf ever we three are parted, 
’*Tis but a little while.” 


Then the mourner from her weeping, 
Rose up to sweet employ ; 

And where’er she goes with Service, 
Soon follow Peace and Joy. 


— Fosephine Tyler. 
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AN Open LETTER TO THE WOMEN OF THE FREE BAPTIST 
CHURCHES, 


Dear Sisters: The eleventh anniversary of the Free 
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Society is past. We rejoice in 
the fact that every year we have been able to widen our work 
because our income has been increased, but we feel that we 
have only made a beginning, and that our resources, and our 
work ought to be greatly increased the coming year. There- 
fore, at the beginning of the year of our Society, I appeal to you 
in whose hands the power lies. I earnestly ask you as Chris- 
tians, pledged by your profession of that sacred name, to 
work for Christ, to remember your obligations. 

If our country is to be saved from the incoming tide of evil, if 
the heathen world is to be evangelized, the work must be done 
by the Christian church, and you, my dear sister, who read 
these lines, are one of that church. Ask your own soul 
whether you are doing all the Master demands of you. Are you 
one who, because you can do but little, do nothing in this 
work? Oh, do not let another year of this indifference to these 
great objects pass over you! Reach out your hand with help 
to the perishing, and you will find that your own soul is helped. 
In giving it will be given unto you. This is the law of Christ’s 
kingdom, and for your own sake, for the sake of the church 
to which you belong, take in the spirit of Christ, till your heart, 
like His, embraces the world ; then working and giving will be 
pleasure and privilege, as well as duty. 

I wish especially to speak to you who are working in our 
Woman’s Missionary societies. Beginning with incomplete 
plans, we have lost time, and now when our plans are more 
nearly perfected, we find them to be very imperfectly under- 
stood. I wish to call your attention to our methods of work, 
and to their purposes, and to ask your earnest co-operation, 
so that another year we may feel that we have not only done 
a larger and better work than before, but that we are able to 
show a tabulated report of the work. 

In order as far as possible to reach every individual, we 
purpose to have an auxiliary in every church. Sisters, why 
can we not have this? The object of these auxiliaries is not 
only to raise money, but to diffuse intelligence and to sustain a 
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prayerful interest in missionary work. You will find that 
stated meetings for prayer and mutual consultation are neces- 
sary for your own growth, and if you desire to enlarge your sphere 
you must have public meetings and interest those beyond your 
own circle. You are ready to ask the question so often re- 
peated, “ How shall we interest others?” To do this you must 
understand what missionary work is and what is its place and 
its importance in Christ’s plan for saving the world. You must 
feel something of the obligation under which we are placed 
for the missionary work of past ages which has rendered the 
Christian civilization that we enjoy possible ; but most import- 
ant of all, you must feel the pulsations of the great heart of 
divine love throbbing in your own soul. 

These auxiliaries represent in our Society just what the 
churches do in our denominational organization. They are 
the material out of which everything is made. *We have 
Quarterly Meeting societies for strength and mutual encour- 
agement. It is very desirable that the auxiliaries send dele- 
gates to the Quarterly Meetings. This may not always be prac- 
ticable, but a report can always be sent from the secretary of 
the auxiliary to the secretary of the Quarterly Meeting society. 
The sustaining of the Quarterly Meeting societies is of the ut- 
most importance; and a public meeting at each session, 
arranged by the president and secretary, or a special commit- 
tee, is an invaluable help in the work. 

Again we have our Yearly Meeting societies. These are 
designed to gather and unite the work of the various Quarterly 
Meetings in the Yearly Meetings. At the Quarterly Meeting 
preceding the. Yearly Meeting, delegates should be chosen to 
the Yearly Meeting ; and the Quarterly Meeting societies 
should give a tabulated report from the report of the auxilia- 
ries. The blanks that have been published indicate the 
questions to be answered, and they have only to be filled and 
returned to the proper officer. The presidents or secretaries 
of Yearly Meetings should keep a supply of these blanks, 
which can be obtained of Mrs. Brewster, Providence, R. I. 
They should see that Quarterly Meeting secretaries are fur- 
nished with them, and it is their duty to see that the secre- 
taries of auxiliaries have the necessary supply. If these sec- 
retaries of auxiliaries and Quarterly Meetings will do this 
simple service that needs only a few minutes every year, the 
Yearly Meeting secretaries will be furnished with the materials 
for complete reports, and these reports they should send to 
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the home secretary as early as the 15th of September, in or- 
der that she may be ready for the annual meeting in October. 
Let no secretary wait to be asked for reports. Let them study 
their constitutions and they will find that this, with keeping the 
records of their societies, is the work for which they were 
chosen. 

Now, dear sisters, will you not make a study of our methods 
of work till you understand them, and then try to put them 
into active operation. V. G. Ramsey, Home Secretary. 





japanese Impressions in America. 


[The Misstonary Record contains a letter of a Japanese student 
who is at a seminary in New York State, written to his home in 
Japan. The following extracts are full of interest. ] 


‘*T DESIRE to write a few lines about what has especially 
impressed me in America: What is the most wonderful thing 
which I have seen in America? ‘The Palace Hotel, which is 
the largest hotel in the world? No. The longest railroad 
— about three thousand miles — between New York City and 
San Francisco? No. The large tract of land which is not 
cultivated in Nevada and Nebraska? No. The Rocky 
Mountains? No. Lake Ontario? No. The beautiful 
scenery along the Hudson River? No. The largest and 
longest bridge, which crosses the East River? No. The 
electric light, which shines brighter than the moon in the 
sky? No. Central Park? No. The Bible House? No. 
Broadway Tabernacle? No. Fulton Street noonday prayer- 
meeting? No. Yale College at New Haven? No. The 
prosperity of merchants in New York? No. The many 
newspapers which are published daily, weekly and monthly? 
No! No! No! Then what is it? 

“ The Christian family — the holy family — the Christ-like 
family ! 

“This is the most beautiful and sublime thing which I have 
seen in America, and I have never, never seen this in our 
country... How beautiful and sublime this is! The Christian 
family is the type of the kingdom of heaven, and the music 
in paradise. The husband and the wife and the children are 
under the grace of Christ. They are equal in the presence 
of God. The husband loves the wife, the wife loves and 
helps the husband, the children honor and fear the parents. 
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This family is the germ of the church and foundation of 
American civilization. The prosperity and peace of the 
American people rest upon this rock. 

“Who has the responsibility to build a Christian family in 
our country? The missionary and the pastor. What are the 
material for a Christian family? A husband and wife. I be- 
lieve the wife is the large pillar in the family as well as in so- 
ciety and in the state. By what instruments can a missionary 
and pastor found a Christian family? The Bible and book 
of nature, these are the inseparable instruments to build a 
Christian family. 

‘‘What is the public sentiment? Public sentiment is a 
group of the sentiments of individuals; a good public senti- 
ment comes from good sentiments of individuals. 

‘“‘What is country? A countryis a groupof single families. 
A good country consists of good families. 

‘What is the kingdom of Christ? The kingdom of Christ 
consists of the holy people who are redeemed by the blood of 
our Saviour. 

‘‘T pray earnestly to God that the kingdom of Christ may 
come upon our people.” 





To the Free Baptist Missionary Women of 
the West. 


DEAR SISTERS: At the Annual Meeting of the Free 
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Society, held at Lewiston, Me., 
October 8, your zealous efforts in the prosecution of the work 
for which this Society was formed were thankfully recognized, 
and hearty congratulations over your success in the past, cor- 
dially expressed. 

Appreciating in some degree the difficulties under which 
you labor, the Society tender you their heartfelt sympathy, as 
well as their deep thankfulness, that the interest in this work 
of sending the Gospel to those who have it not, seems to be 
increasing month by month. 

May the zeal that has characterized you in the past suffer 
no abatement in the future, but rather augment as the neces- 
sities of the work are better understood ; and the coming year 
witness marked results following your efforts. 

For the Society, 
Mrs. J. A. LowgLu, Corresponding Secretary. 
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Coppespondenee. 


[FROM DR. J. L. PHILLIPS. ] 


MEMORIES OF MADRAS. 


THE steamship ‘ Dacca,” from Calcutta to London, takes 
two days for transfer of cargo and passengers at Madras. 
After four days of swinging and sea-sickness, I was eager to 
put foot on ¢erra firma, so put off in the first boat that pulled 
away for shore after our anchors dropped in the roadstead 
day before yesterday. And I’m quite sure I shall be the very 
last man to go on board this afternoon, for even when safely 
inside the breakwater the sturdy old “ Dacca” rolls too much 
for my weak, dizzy head. 

Madras awakens many very pleasant memories. It was 
here the good ship “ Barum,” one of Green’s “round the 
Capers,” put in for a week on her voyage from India to 
England, away back in 1852, when my brother John and I 
were making our first voyage to America with Dr. and Mrs. 
Bacheler. One of the happy recollections of those boyhood 
days, indeed the one that has made the name of Madras seem 
pleasant and precious all these intervening years, is meeting 
that venerable American missionary, Dr. John Scudder, of 
the Arcot mission. Every boy has one man at least whom he 
reveres, and Dr. Scudder has been, next to my beloved 
father, the man whom I have revered, and whose memory I 
have cherished with unabating gratitude for more than a 
quarter of a century. ° 

While the ship stopped at Madras my brother and I found 
a home at Dr. Scudder’s house. No sooner did he learn that 
we were the sons of a missionary than he began to teach and 
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help us. Daily at family devotions, and at brief intervals in 
his study apart, did this faithful man of God seek to point 
us to the Great Redeemer. Though the children of many 
prayers, we were unconverted. How tenderly our kind host 
toiled for our salvation I can never forget. His personal 
appeals to me alone, and his earnest prayers in my behalf 
taught me, while yet a lad, how man can plead with God for 
sinners and with sinners for God. Dr. Scudder’s great lov- 
ing heart seemed to embrace me, and his affectionate en- 
treaties were irresistible. HowI held out one full year in re- 
bellion against God, after sailing away from Madras, is a 
wonder to me, and but fresh proof of the obduracy of human 
nature ; but Dr. Scudder’s pleadings and prayers, alongside 
of parental instructions that came before them, constituted 
the real vis a ¢tergo that pushed me to yield at last, during the 
gracious revival at Whitestown Seminary, to the merciful in- 
vitations of the Holy Spirit. The incisive preaching of my 
beloved instructor, Professor Fullonton, and the blessed influ- 
ences that made the “ mathematical room ” of the “ dear old 
Sem.” so precious, were but freshening and vivifying the sacred 
memories of Orissa and Madras, and compelling my coward 
heart to face the solemn and searching facts of my Christian 
childhood and all the lessons it had taught me. Thank God, 
I was conquered there, and my plan of life made clear as the 
sunlight. 

Dear Dr. Scudder ; he has been long at rest in heaven, but 
should I, by Christ’s abounding grace, ever pass the portals 
of that blessed home, next to my precious mother’s face and 
my beloved father’s, and that of our darling Nellie who has 
been eleven years among the angels, I shall wish to look on 
the loving, beaming face of Dr. John Scudder, of Madras, the 
friend of my boyhood. As we were leaving his hospitable 
home he gave me a tract of his own, entitled Christ Knocking 
at the Door, and asked me to promise him that I would read it 
through on the first Sabbath of every month during our voyage 
to America. I kept the promise, and still have the tract. 
“ May God bless you and bring you back as a medical missionary 
to India,” were his last words as he bade me good-bye. Little 
did I think, that bright January day in 1852, that in less than 
fourteen years I should be back in Bengal, after completing 
my medical studies at his own a/ma mater, the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in New York. And this day, upon 
my first visit to Madras since that of which I have been writing, 
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when I call to mind the wayward and wicked heart of my 
boyhood, I cannot but offer up hearty thanksgiving to the 
Great Hearer of prayer. Surely ‘‘ the effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much,” 

MApRAS, INp1A, Aug. 7, 1884. 


[FROM NELLIE PHILLIPs.] 


PERPLEXITIES OF MISSION LIFE. 


One is tempted in this country to forget justice in sympa- 
thy for the sorrows of these people, or on the other hand, to 
allaw our hatred of their sinfulness to take away ail our sor- 
row in their trials. 

By way of illustration let me relate an incident, not of un- 
usual character at all, which is just now exciting our sym- 
pathy for real sorrow, as well as our disgust at the lack of 
enterprise and industry among them. In one of our chris- 
tian families in the village, an old man is blind, the mother 
is a large, stout young woman who seems to have a good deal 
of innate goodness about her, and, but for the generations of 
heathen ancestors back of her, I doubt not would make a 
really noble woman. Her husband learned to read the Bible 
before he became blind. He had quite a good faculty for 
expounding the little he had learned, and father, as was his 
usual custom to set every one at work who could be made at 
all useful, made a sort of lay preacher of him, giving him 
two rupees (80 cents) a month for his work in the markets and 
villages about. He still continues in the work, his little girl 
(he has three children) leading him about. 

With these two rupees a month, and what work the mother 
can do, they have managed to live. You may think that the 
amount paid him is exceedingly small, which is quite true, but 
even these little sums are so much of an attraction to lazy 
people that we are frequently obliged to turn away men who 
want to preach the gospel for no other purpose thn for this 
pittance which pays for their rice and salt, and a little more. 

But I am wandering from my story. Old Adam, the blind 
preacher, used to do some work before he began preaching, 
but with true native energy stopped it about as soon as his 
monthly allowance put him where the work was not an absolute 
necessity. 

It is very difficult to find work for women. Lita, his wife, 

had been going to the jungle where she gathered brush, tied 





Correspondence. 335 


it in large bundles, and carried it on her head to market sev- 
eral miles away. When doing this work she carries her baby 
along in a cloth slung across her hip, the poor little thing tak- 
ing its food from her breast, and catching its naps as best it 
can while she carries it to her work in the sun. 

A little while ago Lita came to me to borrow eight annas, 
twenty cents, saying she would pay me at the end of the 
month. She is not a natural beggar, nor given to borrowing. 
I wished to know what was the special reason why she was 
in need at this time. She said her baby had a bad boil on 
its leg, which made it impossible for her to take it with her to 
the jungles, and as it was so young she could not leave it at 
home. There was no work to be found in the village where 
she could take the child with her; her husband’s allowance 
had been used up, and the sum of the whole matter was that 
the family of five persons were on the verge of starvation. 

I gave her the money and saw no more of her for a few 
days, when mother, having some work in the yard to do, sent 
for her. She came the next day, and in answer to our ques- 
tioning, we learned of their utter destitution. There was no 
work in the village, and as a last resort she had taken her 
baby and gone to the jungles to cut wood. One day she 
gathered the load and started early the next morning to sell 
it. It was not quite daylight. Just as she was passing the 
school-house, only across the road from our house, she met 
two large bears. In the imperfect light she failed to see them 
till she was almost upon them, when giving a scream, she 
flung her wood from her head, hugged her baby tighter to 
her side and ran for home. After daylight she came again, 
picked up the wood, carried it off several miles, sold the load, 
the result of nearly two days’ work, for ¢wo pice—Jess than two 
cents, 

My heart ached for the poor creature. A stout woman, 
able to do a man’s work, and actually starving for the want 
of something to do. I said, “Lita, you can come here and 
work to-day.” What there was to do was heavy, sorting over 
some brick and stone to be used in building. She went to 
work slowly, and guessing the reason, I said, “ Lita, have you 
had anything to eat to-day?” It was about 2Pp.m. “No, 
Missee Baba.” “And your children?” “Just a little, and 
I left them crying.” ‘And your husband?” ‘ Nothing!” 

I went to the store-room, put a few cupfuls of rice into the 
corner of her cloth, which she held to receive it, told her to 
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go home, cook, eat, and feed her family, and then she could 
come to work. She is only one of the thousands here who 
spend much of their time in doing actually nothing, while 
they are starving for their simple food (rice), which can be 
bought at such low prices all over the country. There are 
various reasons for this idleness. Sometimes, as in this case, 
they absolutely cannot find work. Sometimes they do not 
know how to do anything that people want done; and quite as 
often they won’? do it, but will beg and starve rather than do 
anything which is not the work of their own caste. 

It is one of the most perplexing features of mission work 
to find something for these people to do which will save them 
from suffering, and from the idleness which is quite as bad. 
Mother and I are at work upon an Industrial school here, in 
hope to teach the children various kinds of work, for we 
realize more and more that it amounts to little to teach them 
to read, unless at the same time they have some trade by 
which they can earn an honest living and buy themselves a 
book occasionally, without which they might about as well 
never have known their letters. We have not all the funds 
we need for this purpose, and mother and I are putting out 
of our own means, for we cannot see the Industrial work stop. 
I am sure many would enjoy the work we have on our hands. 

To meet my ideal of a true missionary, one ought to be 
very wise, and kind, and generous, and sympathetic at the 
same time; so just, and willing to give pain even, in correct- 
ing error, in order to be the most useful among this people. 

SANTIPORE. 


[FROM MRS. D. F. SMITH.] 
EXTRACTS FROM A PRIVATE LETTER. 


It was a great treat you must have had at the Yearly 
Meeting this year. It seems as if the old days were coming 
back again, and ushering in a more glorious work than the 
old ones, even. The blessing has already reached us here 
in the far East, and given us fresh courage. God grant it 
may be but the beginning of better days. 

The work here seems all the while increasing and is full of 
interest. At our last woman’s prayer and mission meeting 
two of the Bible women said they had been invited to sing 
and pray in the zenanas of a wealthy Mohammedan. We 
have now two weekly prayer-meetings in heathen villages. 
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Several of our Christian sisters go out and conduct the meet- 
ings just as they would among ourselves. Always more or 
less heathen women and children are present, and they keep 
very quiet as they listen. Do let us pray unceasingly that 
the great Comforter may enter into their desolate hearts. I 
have a great desire to travel this cold season a good deal, 
taking the Bible women with me. 

My little vacation of nearly two months has done me a 
great deal of good. I feel stronger. The day school is my 
absorbing work. This comprises both industrial and educa- 
tional, and the Orphanage girls attend it. Certain hours of 
the day are devoted to work. As one class goes another 
comes. The sewing teacher is improving all the while, and 
this gives me more time to attend to certain classes, and to 
give a little attention to the pundits. 

I hope more missionaries will soon follow Mr. and Mrs. 
George. Mr. Coldren seems quite resolved upon taking up 
Bhudruck and Chodbolly. He has done wonderfully well 
since he took the charge at Balasore. I am very glad you 
have Dr. and Mrs. Bacheler and Mary with you for .a time, 
but I hope you will send them all back again to us when 
they are rested. . ‘ 


So many of our friends are gone that it seems as if we are 
almost alone, but we shall have them again. A little more 
waiting, a little more work for the Master, and then the 
Heavenly home. 

JELLASORE, August, 1884. 


[FROM MRS. COLDREN.] 
THE CHAPEL— EMPLOYMENT. 


The repairs on our chapel are nearly completed, so much so 
that yesterday a number of the women, and myself, cleaned 
the floor, benches and chairs. We were much gratified that 
they were willing todo the work. But they would never have 
thought of doing it had not.the Memsihab and Missibabas 
invited them out and worked with them. I should think a 
large majority of the women and girls who were able to work 
came, from the highest to the lowest, and took hold of the 
work with a right good will, bringing water from the tank just 
behind the church, sweeping the floor, scrubbing the benches 
and chairs. Several men and boys also came to help. 

The painters were painting the blinds, and you would have 
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been amused to see them putting it on with a rag wadded up 
in their fingers, which were well daubed with the green paint. 
One day I saw one of the men mixing his paint with his hands, 
as though it were dough, meanwhile sitting on the ground. 
These people sit on the ground or floor to do almost every 
kind of work. The first time I saw it done in this country 
was in Calcutta, in a milliner’s shop, where. men were trim- 
ming hats and bonnets. Carpenters here have no use for 
work-benches, as the ground or floor serves the purpose better. 

Perhaps you would like to know what we did to celebrate 
the Fourth? Four of us could not get up a very large celebra- 
tion, but we have two fine large flags afloat from our house, 
one the dear old stars and stripes, and the other the English 
flag. The former we made and the latter was lent us by the 
magistrate. We set out trees in our compound in the after- 
noon. The mission premises are new here, and what trees 
there are are small, but doing well. We had branches cut 
from the banyan and peepul trees to set out, as they will grow 
the same as branches from the cotton-tree. Some of the 
banyan branches have rootlets growing on them near their 
bases which helps the growth. 

The evening of the Fourth was the regular time for the 
Temperance and Literary Society meeting, which was held in 
the chapel, and Ida Phillips had an exercise on American 
Independence. After we came home we finished the day 
by singing several national airs. 

Sunday, the 6th, the chapel was re-dedicated. We ex- 
pected to have Dr. Phillips with us, but as he had been having 
fever he did not dare to take so long a trip in the rains. 

Solomon Nayak, the native pastor, preached the sermon, 
after which the people brought forward their offerings for the 
Lord’s house, and they did exceedingly well, only one man 
disappointed us in not giving what he was abundantly able 
to do; a month’s salary. Nearly all who were able gave that 
amount, especially all the teachers. Nearly one hundred 
rupees were given, and we had hoped to get 115, and should 
have if the person above referred to had done his duty. 
Eighty rupees had before been paid by the native Christians. 
Some more may be given yet. One hundred and eighty-one 
rupees have been given by the Europeans of the station, and 
fifty-six rupees by babus outside the Christian community. 

We have been quite encouraged and pleased of late to see 
some of our people taking hold of new and somewhat (to them) 
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distasteful kinds of work. The man I wrote of some time ago 
who, because he could not get work to suit him, was sitting 
idle in his house with his family suffering, and waiting for his 
old mother to send them money to live on, has at last taken 
up land and is working it Aimse/f; and one of his boys, who 
has learned about all he is able to, is working in the govern- 
ment workshops half a day and the other half is in school. 

Three of the orphan boys under the care of the mission 
are working half a day also, for which they receive six pice 
a day while they are learning their trade. When they get it 
well learned they will be able to earn more than many in 
government offices, as that department of work is very much 
crowded and in the other a corresponding lack of laborers. 

Our boys are very much pleased with their work and the 
' pay, and when the proposition was made to them to support 
themselves in part and let their allowance be used for some 
other boys who wanted to come here, they were perfectly 
willing to do so and were pleased that they could help 
others. The American Woman’s Mission in Calcutta have 
charge of a large girls’ orphanage, but have a few little boys 
whom they wish to send away, as they cannot keep them 
there after they are ten or eleven years old. Miss Hook 
wrote me last week asking if we could not take some of them, 
and I think we shall be able to take four or five without any 
extra allowance from the mission. Every year or so we could 
get some of these homeless little boys from Calcutta to train 
and educate, not merely in book-learning, but to be useful 
members of our Christian community. Here would be a 
chance for some one at home to do something to help on this 
good work. 

BALASORE, INDIA. 


Flrentier. 


Dear HELPER: Will you help us by telling your friends 
we want a house in which to worship God in this new and 
beautiful village ? and we must have it. There is no house 
of worship in the place ; school is held in a hall over a store ; 
and there is all the place that can be had to hold meetings 
in. At our last covenant-meeting six persons united with 
the church, and more are coming soon. Our meetings are 
very interesting, and there is a good attendance at all the 
Sabbath services. As a church we expect to do all we can; 
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will you help us? Any sum may be sent to the Rev. A. M. 
Totman, who is our pastor, and hard at work for the cause of 
Christ. _ Mrs. S. F. S. 

LonG PINE, BROwN Co., NEB. 

The above has been delayed, not on account of the indiffer- 
ence of the HELPER to such requests. Nebraska’s brave men 
and women have our sympathy in their struggles to plant the 
Cross in new soil. We bid them a hearty, cheerful God-speed. 
Let this need of our friends soon be met, and this band of 
Christian workers soon have their own church fire-side. 





Personal Items. 


THE Rev. Mr. and Mrs. George with their little daughter 
sailed from New York City in steamer “ Furnessia,” Anchor 
line, on Saturday, October 18. They left in good spirits. 
They kindly took with them many tokens of remembrance for 
the missionaries in the field. May they have a prosperous voy- 
age. Many good wishes will follow them, and many prayers 


be offered for their preservation. Balasore is to be their 
home. 

Miss Folsom, whom the board has recently appointed as its 
missionary, went to India in 1880, under the care of Dr. Cul- 
lis, of Boston. She assisted in our mission at Balasore and 
Jellasore, and showed herself efficient in many ways. Some 
time since she went to Cocanada, to labor under the auspices 
of the Canada Baptist mission among the Telegus. She is a 
cousin of Mrs. D. F. Smith, and will be stationed with her at 
the Orphanage at Jellasore. 

Miss Bacheler is attending school at the New Hampton 
Literary Institution. : 

It gives us joy to be able to say to our readers that the 
prospects of Mrs. Phillips’ ultimate recovery are more hopeful 
and assuring. 

Mrs. Griffin has charge of the zenana work at Midnapore, 
and the Ragged Schools and the Industrial are in the care. of 
Miss Coombs and Miss Millar. 

Dr. PuItuips, who has been prostrated with fever, induced 
by over-work, has been taking a vacation —a sea trip, going 
to Madras and Ceylon — and at latest accounts is somewhat 
restored in health, and has returned to Midnapore, to take 
up his accustomed work. 





A Proposal. 


A Proposal. 


[BY M. M. H. HILLS.] 


THE writer takes it for granted that each reader of the 
MISSIONARY HELPER is interested in its circulation. The good 
it is doing in diffusing missionary intelligence among the mem- 
bers of our churches and homes, thereby stimulating them to 
pray and work for the extension of Christ’s kingdom, is not 
to be estimated. Its numberof subscribers should be double. 
What ought to be done should and can be done. (When the 
HELPER was a bi-monthly, it more than paid for itself. Now 
that it is a monthly, in order to put it on a paying basis, it 
should have at least 5,000 subscribers at 50 cents each.) 

My proposal is to each reader of the HELPER, that you make 
an immediate, earnest, persevering effort to secure at least 
one subscriber — more if you can — and forward the name with 
fifty cents to Mrs. J. M. Brewster, Providence, R. I., so that at 
the close of the present volume the supporters of the HELPER 
may rejoice over a list of more than five thousand subscribers. 
Dear sisters, how easily we can do this service for our blessed 
Master. Inthe Great Day, may it be said of each of us, “* She 
hath done what she could.” 


Reminiscences of the RF. B. India Mission. 


I wIsH to speak to all those who are interested in the publication 
of this volume, now being prepared, in order that they may under- 
stand the necessity forimmediate action. This book, which will con- 
tain not only the picture of the writer, but of several of our mission- 
aries, will be sold for one dollar. It will be very valuable to us as a 
people, and certainly there are a great many persons who will re- 
ceive and esteem it, not only as a souvenir of our mission, but also 
of personal friends. Are there not many who are waiting for this 
souvenir of Noyes and Phillips and Crawford? 

It will be published by the Woman’s Missionary Society, as soon 
as 500 subscribers are secured. It is necessary to have that number 
in order to avoid risk of debt. Three hundred have been received. 
Now let every person who wishes for it send his or her name to 
Mrs. J. M. Brewster, Providence, R. I., or Miss L. A. De Meritte, 
Dover, N.'H. 

Are there not twenty persons who will take at least five copies 
each? Many of our ministers can sell that number, can they not? 


V. G. RAMSEY. 
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Words freer home Workers. 


MAINE. 


THE Summer work of the Portland Auxiliary is thus reported by one of 
its members: 

At our June meeting it was decided not to discontinue our regular gath- 
erings during the summer months, but to keep them up as missionary 
prayer-meetings, and this decision put an added mission spirit into all 
our weekly women’s prayer-meetings. When, therefore, during August, 
it was proposed to prepare a box of useful gifts for Mrs. Burkholder’s 
Industrial, all were ready to gather and give the needed articles. Our 
Sunday school children gladly gave their Christmas dolls and cards, and 
a large box was solidly packed with willing offerings. Mrs. Hannah Hob- 
son, of Steep Falls, a dear friend and worker for our mission and its 
helper, encouraged us greatly by giving our auxiliary a quilt for Mrs. 
Burkholder. This we sold, square. by square, until over eleven dollars 
had been paid in to be used in buying tools for the Bhimpore Industrial. 
Mr. Coombs, of Boston, very kindly selected these for us, together with 
sixteen dollars’ worth that we had voted to give to the Midnapore Indus- 
trial. This quilt was the third made and given to our mission work by 
Mrs. Hobson, who, though eighty-five years old, ny gs | not to minister 
with both prayer and handiwork unto the service of our Lord. 

At our September meeting the following resolutions were passed, in 
appreciation of the labors of our Secretary: 





Resolved, That we recognize the _—— of our Heavenly Father in 


the partial restoration to health of our beloved and faithful secretary 
and treasurer, Mrs. O. W. Fullam, and that we will continue to pray for 
her entire recovery. 

Resolved, That we thank her for her continued aid and advice, which 
she has so gladly given us during her illness, and we pledge her our aid 
in the performance of the duties of her office until she can again be with 
us in the work. J. 

The woman’s auxiliary of the Main Street church has enjoyed a good 
year’s work. During the winter and spring a new departure was made 
and a number of meetings were held in the interest of home missions. 
Several Bible readings have been conducted by the president, Mrs. E. N. 
Fernald, with marked interest and profit. Miss Annie Wood, its ver 
efficient treasurer, has collected over $80.00 for membership fees, thoug 
this does not by any means include all that the members of the society 
have given for benevolent purposes. The young people of the Vina 
Coombs Mission Band and the children belonging to the Seed Sowers 
connected with the same church, have also been quite enthusiastic in 
carrying on their work. About forty HELPERs are taken. H. 


VERMONT. 


The Woman’s Missionary Society of the Vermont Yearly Meeting met 
in Sutton, Sept. 12, 1884. Several meetings for business were held, 
characterized by harmony and a desire to do more in the Master’s work 
the coming year. The reports showed that the amount contributed the 
past year was nearly double that of the preceding. We were encouraged 
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and helped by the presence and labors of Mrs. J. M. Brewster, who 
needs no introduction to the readers of the HELPER. The time usually 
occupied by our public exercises was given to her, and we listened with 
pleasure to the ‘* Relation of Woman to Missions,’’ Mrs. Brewster also 
spoke on Sunday, at one o’clock, to the children. She was followed by 
Mrs, G. M. Prescott, Yearly Meeting President, who urged the children 
to assist the Yearly Meeting Society in their endeavor to raise Mrs. 
Smith’s entire salary the ensuing year. A collection of $1.79 was taken 
by the children. The following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

In reviewing the amount of work accomplished in the interests of mis- 
sions during the past few years, through the efforts of Mrs. F. P. 
Eaton, and feeling it but justice to her that she be for a time relieved of 
this responsibility, therefore 

Resolved ist, That we, as members of the Woman’s Missionary So- 
ciety of the Vermont Y. M., extend to Sister Eaton our hearty thanks 
for her labors of love in establishing auxiliaries, and preparing the way 
for successful work in the mission cause throughout Vermont. 

Resolved 2d, That, as we feel we cannot dispense with her counsel 
and codperation, we most cordially invite her to continue with us as a 
member of the executive committee. 

‘Resolved 3d, That the secretary be instructed to forward a copy of these 
resolutions to Sister Eaton, with the grateful regard and sincere esteem 
of the Woman’s Missionary Society of the Vermont Y. M. 

Mrs, D. H. ADAMs, 
Mrs. M. ATWooD, 
Mrs, J. W. BuRGIN, 
Mrs, C. DICKEY, Secretary. Committee. 


The Woman’s Missionary Society of the Huntington Quarterly Meet- 
ing held a public meeting at its last session, which was quite interest- 
ing. We think there is an increasing interest in the mission cause, 
trust it will continue to increase in this Quarterly Meeting. 


Mrs. G. B. CLIFFORD, Sec. 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Resolutions passed by the Woman's Missionary Society, of Green- 
ville, R. I., Oct. 9, 1884. 


Resolved, That this Society express the great loss we feel in the 
death of our esteemed sister, Mary Anna Mowry, whose presence 
has so often cheered and aided our meetings, and that we unite in 
thanksgiving for the bright spirit that has animated her in her suf- 
fering, and the abundant evidence that is left us that she is at rest 
with her Saviour. 

Resolved, That we appreciate the faithfulness that has marked 
the efforts of our sister among us, and will cherish in memory her 
work and her example. 

Resolved, That we express to the afflicted family our heartfelt 
sympathy, and having secured the publication of these resolutions 
in the Hevper, that we forward to them a copy. 


Mrs. E. C. THORNTON, 
Mrs. G. A. BuRGEss, 
Miss O. A. ANGELL. 
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OHIO AND PENNSYLVANIA ASSOCIATION. 


The Woman’s Missionary Society of the Ohio Free Communion Bap- 
tist Association held its third annual meeting Sept. 3-4, at Kipton, 
Ohio. The public service, Wednesday evening, was well attended. 
After opening exercises and reports of the secretary and treasurer, a 
recitation, ‘‘ The Beggar Girl,’ was finely given by Miss Neva Bates. 
Original Poems, ‘“‘ The Saviour’s Message,” and ‘* What Can We Do?” 
were read by Mrs. Bates and Mrs, Johnstone. Mrs, Coe read a paper 
‘*The Zenana Women,” written by Mrs. Davis, of Rio Grande, an 
Mrs. Rose a select poem, ‘‘ More Laborers.”? The music furnished by 
the choir was excellent, and well suited to the occasion. Mrs, Garrett 
read a letter from Nellie Phillips, in which she asked for an appropria- 
tion to carry on the work of an Industrial School. Mrs, Reeder had an 
excellent paper on “‘ Giving,’’ and at the close of the exercises a collec- 
tion of $12.15 was taken, Thursday morning at nine o’clock a business 
meeting was held, at which Mrs. Reeder presided. The officers elected 
for the coming year are Mrs. J. M. Davis, of Rio Grande, President 
and Mrs. H. J. Coe, Secretary and Treasurer. This society has expended 
during the year past $561.40, divided as follows: Salary of Nellie Phil- 
lips, $400.00 ; school work directed by Nellie Phillips, $50.00 ; return 
fund, Mrs. J. L. Phillips, $13.00; Harper’s Ferry, $18.75; home mis- 
sions, $55.11 ; educational society, $24.54. Secretary. 


WISCONSIN. 

The interest in missions is certainly increasing in the Sauk County 
Quarterly Meeting. There are some earnest, consecrated workers here, 
who are not disheartened though the churches are small and scattered 
over so wide a territory as to make union of action difficult. Mrs. Pope, 
the secretary, reports that five of the nine churches have contributed in 
some form during the year. The Big Spring church in a year and one 
month has raised $37.32; the Spencer church Sabbath School, $2.50; the 
Hillsboro church (by a friend), $8.00; Ithaca church, $6.12; Prairie da 
Sac auxiliary, $7.87; contributed by individuals, $3.00; Quarterly Meet- 
ing collections, $16.44; making a total of $81.25. In addition a box had 
been sent to India valued at about $18.00. Save as two or three have 
given attention to this subject there has been no particular interest pre- 
vious to this year. All feel to thank God and take fresh courage for 
the work of another year. 

Mrs. O. H. True, secretary of the Wisconsin Yearly Meeting 
Society, reports: Our eighth annual meeting was held in Waupun, 
Wisconsin, June 26. The meeting was called to order by the presi- 
dent, Mrs. F. M. Washburn. The secretary reported $30.80 re- 
ceived from annual fee collections, etc., for the salary of a zenana 
teacher. Reports from the several Quarterly Meeting societies 
were read, showing the amount raised during the year for Home 
Missions within the limits of the Yearly Meeting, for Foreign 
Missions, and Educational Society, to be $596.76. The Saturday 
evening service of the Yearly Meeting was conducted by the same 
society. After devotional exercises, the time was occupied by Mrs. 
Washburn, Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Bullock, Mrs. Oliver and Miss Kelly, 
with essays and recitations. The Rev. A. J. Marshall closed the 
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exercises by answering questions relating to work in India. A 
collection was taken, amounting to $12.58. .Sauk, Waupun, and 
Honey Creek Quarterly Meetings each support a teacher in India, 
and have each a Quarterly Meeting Society. Rock and Lane Quar- 
terly Meeting has recently organized. The good work is moving 
forward. 

The president adds these thoughts, which are worthy of con- 
sideration: ‘‘It is very desirable that every Quarterly Meeting 
have a society organized, and that something be done at every 
séssion of the Quarterly Meeting. Then the reports an in 
should be confined to the women’s work, and not the general work of 
the church. The Sauk Quarterly Meeting is the danner Quarterly 
Meeting, when it is taken into consideration that the sisters are few 
in number, widely scattered, mostly poor, and that in order to hold 
these meetings they must take long journeys over terrible roads, as 
well as overcome all the difficulties common to the work in all 
places.” 


MICHIGAN, 


Mrs. M. R. Rose writes from Fair Grove: ‘‘ After reading the request 
for ‘* Words from Home Workers,’’ I thought I would venture our mite. 
In the Gilford church, which is small and situated in the country, a 
little has been raised for missions by quarterly collections. Last Jan- 
wary we adopted the “card system,” and found our contributions in- 
creased. For the last year we have held mission meetings once a quarter, 
which have been well attended, and awakened some interest. The last 
occurred Sunday evening, October 5. The selections for reading were 
from the HELPER, including an article from the New York Weekly 
Witness, ‘* Mrs. Spurgeon’s Work,’’ ‘* Cheerful Giving,’’ and ‘* Success 
of Missions,’’ which were interspersed with recitations by the children, 
when an attentive audience contributed $3.36. 

The following week we organized an auxiliary of nine members, and 
did not meet with any of the discouragements that a writer mentions in 
the September number, but all present entered heartily into the work. 

We indorse the words of Ida Hazelton, in the last issue, and hope 
that consecrated lives may be one of the results of our little society. 


Topic for Monthly Meeting. 





‘“‘ Wuo is sufficient for these things? ” — 2 Cor. ii., 16. Thoughts 
suggestive of the openings at the present time for the Gospel, and 
the responsibility of the Christian church. 





WITH pleasure we call the attention of our readers to the adver- 
tisements which appear in this number. Our Free Baptist publica- 
tions should receive the patronage of which they are so worthy. 
We know by experience that the angne of the a ay Com- 

any are valuable. Every Sunday school will be helped by them. 
he generous offer of the Century Company we commend to your 


grateful appreciation. 





Children's Niche. 


Children’s Piche. 
The Pearl Seekers. 


[BY MRs. &. B. C.] 





‘We're a happy mission band, On foreign shores are millions more, 
Pearls we seek along the strand, We want to teach them to adore 

. Pearls more precious far than gold, The precious Saviour while they may ; 
Pearls whose value ne’er was told. Yes, love and trust him and obey. 


At home are little children fair, Take courage, then, each fainting heart, 
For whose dear souls no one doth care ; May every one true light impart ; 

We'll try to show them the true way, And faithful prove to gather gems 

To love the Saviour and to pray: To sparkle in your diadems. 


Dover, N. H. 





Some Bomes in Mexico. 





Dip you ever have a play-house made of a “ dry-goods 
box ” out in the back-yard, where you kept all the broken 
dishes you could find, and made delightful mud-pies to be 
frosted with powdered marble and baked in the sun? 

J did, and I remember just how it looked, and what nice 
times Nellie and I used to have arranging. our closets, and 
then inviting all our dolls to take tea with us. 

Sometimes we would spend long days playing in this way, 
but when “ truly ” tea-time came, it was pleasant to have on 
our clean white aprons, and sit down to warm biscuits and 
cookies, while the old play-house was forgotten. 

I have thought many times of those days, as I passed by a 
little group of huts right in the heart of this city, by the side 
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of one of the large churches, and have wondered if the chil- 
dren at home would not be more thankful for their good 
times if they should hear about these little “‘ box” houses 
that are used for work instead’ of play, and from which the 
little ones cannot go home to cheerful tea-tables, but after a 
supper of black beans they throw themselves on a straw mat 
for the night. 

Wood of all kinds is very expensive here, because the vic- 
torious Spaniards cut down all the trees long ago, and so 
some of the people collect all the empty barrels and boxes 
they can find, and bring them to this place, hoping to sell 
them at a good profit. They place the large boxes against 
the wall, and here men, women, and children stay during the 
day, the men trying to sell their goods, the women doing 
their cooking over little charcoal fires, and sewing, when they 
have any cloth to sew, while the children run about, taking 
care of the babies, of which there are any quantity. 

At night they go home to places which would look more 
like cellars to you than anything else, for they are so damp 
and dark and filthy. Let us go into one of these adobe, or 
“ mud” houses, and see what we can find that is new and 
strange. 

The ground is swept clean with a bundle of Jofotes, or 
straws, tied together with a string; a coarse mat called a 
peiate serves for a bed, table, and chairs, and against the wall 
is a shelf with a few dishes of red earthenware. The dinner 
is stewing away over a few coals, and perhaps you would like 
to see what it is. Beans again, fried in lard, to be eaten with 
tortillas, or corn-meal “ griddle-cakes.” These two things 
are the most common articles of food, but when there is 
money enough for anything extra, they buy a bit of meat for 
soup, which they flavor with onion and chile, a kind of red 
pepper. ideo, which is a kind of macaroni, is also very 
popular, and this too is flavored with the fiery chile. 

Maybe you think that “hot griddle-cakes” would not be 
very bad, but you must not think they are like the delicious 
ones your mother makes. These are simply meal and water, 
and are spatted thin as pasteboard, and fried brown, but 
there is nothing to make them light, and they are also very. 
tasteless. The people find them very convenient for plates, 
as well as for knife, fork, and spoon, and often hold their 
beans on one and eat them with another, finishing by eatin 
the fortil/as themselves, which is certainly a very economi 
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way todo. If you remember this when you are old enough 
to read Vergil, and come to the funny place where the people 
“eat their tables,” you will understand what it means. 

You would find it hard to believe how many people can 
live in a room like the one I have described. They must 
sometimes sleep as closely as sardines in a box, or else there 
wouldn’t be room for them. In many of the poorest homes 
you would find no more furniture than the few necessary 
things I have mentioned ; but there are others who are richer 
and possess a mefate or stone upon which to roll their /orti//as, 
some boards laid across two saw-horses for a bed, possibly a 
chair,'and a few more “ luxuries.” 

It would make you smile to see the funny way in which the 
little ones are dressed. The babies have little bags tied over 
their hands when they are very small, and their heads are 
sewed up in a large handkerchief, while their only garments 
are a small sack and a kind of apron tied around the waist. 
Often I have seen little ones without a single article of cloth- 
ing, and it is not uncommon to see them running about the 
streets in this way. 

The little girls wear long skirts touching the ground, and 
rebosos, or dark blue shawls, over their heads, and you can 
imagine that they look very “old-fashioned.” Some have the 
dresses a little shorter, and wear long “ pantalets,” like those 
you see in the “ Rosamond ” story-books, and these are still 
more absurd. The boys dress just like their fathers, with 
very long pants tied around their waists with a red sash or 
string, white or colored shirts, and hats which are much too 
large for their heads, making them look very ridiculous, some- 
times. 

The children do not run and jump in the streets as they do 
around your homes, but walk quietly, as if they had early 
seen the sad part of life, and did not care to play. Many 
little ones look pale and thin, and seem very weak when they 
try to walk. They are asad contrast to little Goodale, the 
baby-boy in our mission, whose plump, rosy cheeks show that 
he has always had the most tender care. 

And now what will you do for these little ones, who so 
much need your help? 

Perhaps you have wondered what you could do to show 
your love to Jesus, and I am sure that nothing could be more 
pleasing to Him than to have you try in every way to send his 
truth into all the dark corners of the world. You can send 
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your gifts and loving sympathy ; and best of all, you can 
pray daily for God’s blessing on the work in this dark land of 
Mexico.— Sara B. Howland, in Mission Dayspring. 
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(LIQUIB.) 
Prepared according to the directions of Prot. E. N. HornsFrorpD, Oambridge, 


Especially recommended for " 
MENTAL and PHYSIOAL EXHAUSTION, DYSPEPSIA, 
HEADACHE, INDIGESTION, 
WAKEFULNESS, NERVOUSNESS, SEASIOKNESS, Etc. 
Tuis is a preparation of the phosphates of lime, magnesia, pot- 


ash, and iron, with phosphoric acid, in such form as to be readily 
assimilated by the system. 


Dr. L. A. PHILLIPS, of Boston, Mass., says of this preparation : 


**T have used Horsford’s Acid Phosphate in several cases of Nervous 
Debility, also of Nervous Wakefulness with satisfactory results.” ; 


New Haven, Jan. 21, 1880. 
“T have used Horsford’s Acid Phosphate in my practice for the last 
three years, and have found it a very efficient and valuable remedy in many 
eases of Drepepaia and Nervous Prostration, having the great advantage of 
being agreeable to the taste.” 
WM. U. SAGE, M.D. 
“ While crossing Lake Erie, I so come tie ae 
e e Erie, ve to some fellow-passengers who were 
‘seasick, some of Horsford’s Acid Fhosphate. and it gave immediate relief.” 
8. 8. PARKER. 


A Descriptive Pamphiet mailed free on application to the manufacturers, the 


RUMFORD CHEMICAL WoRKS, 


+» PROVIDENCE, R. 0.% 
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T i E MORN | NG STAR now in its LIX vol., is a large religious paper 
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THE CUTTLE STAR and)! are Sunday School papers, a on alternate 
THE MYRTLE ) weeks, on good paper, and beautifully illustrated; 


the Star being adapted to an older class of children than the MyRTLE. Price, x 
cents each, aad 25 cents in packages. 


LESSON LEAVES. tiiments. “Tue Sunior Leaf % for Tntermediat 
classes, and each leaf is furnished at the rate of $5.00 per hundred for the year. 
THE PRIMARY LEAF paper, ana iitustfatea<is'y 1-2 cents for the year. 


BOO KS of a denominational character are always on hand, and new ones occasion- 
*Wally published. ADDRESS 


I. D. STEWART, Publisher, Dover, N. H. 














The Colored Desigus are published in connection with the Sunday School Super- 
intendent, which is the only paper in the world published exclusively in the interests of 
Sunday School Superintendents. The Designs (31 x 45) are printed in colors, and illustrate 
each Sunday’s lesson of the INTERNATIONAL SERIES. This 5 em is a reduced out- 
line of a colored design. We will send a Free sample to any Sunday School Superintend- 


. ent sending us his name and address, 


PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH C0., Providence, R. I. 





